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The<ord’s Supper

St. Paul's Lutheran Church believes and
teaches that the Lord gives us His true body
and blood in the bread and wine served in the
Lord's Supper for the forgiveness of sins and
to strengthen our union with Him and one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those
who trust His words, “This is My body, this is
My blood, given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins,” who repent of all sin,
and who set aside any refusal to forgive and
love others as He forgives.

Individuals who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a belief differing from this
congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked to first speak with the
Pastor, so as to refrain from eating and
drinking in an unworthy manner causing harm
to themselves.

For further reading, please take a copy of "A
Simple Explanation of Fellowship in the Lord's
Supper” from the information rack in the
Narthex. You can find the information rack
near the pastor's office by the front door.
Members should use the questions on the
back of this bulletin to help prepare to
St. Paul's is a Closed Communion
congregation.
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receive.



A Word of Christian Welcome

St. Paul's is "Growing together as God's family!"

What does this mean? It means that we are growing, not only in numbers, but in faith toward God. It means that
we are more than a bunch of individuals, but that we are a heavenly family brought together under Christ and
making the bold confession of faith to the world.

We are therefore delighted that you have joined us today to hear and receive the blessings of the Word of God in
the Divine Service where God comes to us by the means of grace to give us mercy, forgiveness, and His Spirit. The
Lutheran liturgy might be hard for first-time visitors to our church or to the historic Lutheran church, but don't
worry! We are here to help you so that you can take part in the liturgy and hymns without reservation or fear.

The Lord's Supper will most likely be served today. This is also called Holy Communion. We follow our Lor
instructions alone here, and not the opinions of men. Please be sure to read The Lord's Supper statement op’the
previous page. Visitors, if you did not have a chance to speak to the pastor prior to the service, pleas
offence if the pastor does not serve you should you come up to the rail. He will certainly offer a blessing and
prayer over you. You should speak to him as quickly as possible after the service.

Regarding children, we LOVE when children attend the service and hope your children participate in the singing
and reading of Scripture. If they're a little noisy, it's okay and they're welcome to stay. If you wish, you may take
them to the Cry Room at the back of the sanctuary, or to the Nursery room, provided they are supervised. You
may also provide them with a children's bag and bulletin, found just outside the sanctuary on the left.

Finally, all are welcome to fellowship after the service to drink some coffee and eat some delicious breakfast
treats. Bible Study and Sunday School follow at 10:30.

Today's Theme

In every congregation, there are those who once sat together with us in the pews but have since been lost to error
or sin. Those who used to be Christian may constitute a number larger than those who are currently Christian. It is
one thing to lament this and criticize from the sidelines. It is quite another to warn the wicked. Though some
might assume that the chief purpose of church discipline is to condemn the sins and errors of others, our Lord
reminds us that discipline is an act of love that seeks to restore the fallen. While this idea may seem out of step
with the emphasis in our times on tolerance without judgment, if our Lord loves the lost enough to save us, then
we are called to do no less. Key to this is warning the wicked (as Ezekiel pufs it) with the voice of God's Word.
This certainly includes condemning sin and error, but it also includes restoring the fallen through forgiveness. It is
not the will of our Father in heaven that any should perish, and it is/the joy of heaven to welcome them back. Is it
also our passion to seek them out, to warn them with the voice of God's Word, and to welcome them home

through forgiveness?




Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation 902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
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Invocation
P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 184
(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near...
P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P) | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Confession of Sins LSB 184

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal



punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 92:1-4; antiphon: v. 5
%
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How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*
and your faithful- | ness by night,
to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*
at the works of your hands | | sing for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!

Kyrie LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
) Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;



O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P)] The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
"“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked,
O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from
his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your
hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 13:1-10
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, “for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. *Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. "Pay to all



what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” "°Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, |
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.

S“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, fbut whoever causes one
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

™“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you
to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than
with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. °And if your eye causes you
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. "'For the Son of Man came to
save the lost. ?What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the
one that went astray? '3And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. '¥So it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. '®But if he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. "7If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses



to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 8Truly, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. '®Again | say to you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 2°For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.



Hymn of the Day

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
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Sermon
Offertory LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Amen.

Offering

Installation of New Members

Prayer of the Church

Preface

BE =

®=

Service of the Sacrament

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

LSB 194



Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us
Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymns 698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill
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Text TImOtl’R/ Dudley Smlﬂg
Text © 1984 Hope Publlshlng Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003013

Tune: Public domain

1926-2024

see
“The touch of
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heal - ing Christ of Gal - 1 - lee.
Christ has made us whole!”
heal - ing Christ of long a - go.
heal - ing hands stretched forth to save.
heal - ing Christ of all our days.



God bless our native land;
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save
By Thy great might.

So shall our prayers arise
To God above the skies;
On Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry:
God save the state!

Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813-83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813-93, alt.
Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the

face of all people,

965 God Bless Our Native Land

LSB 199

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Thanksgiving

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Salutation

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

LSB 200
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Hymn to Depart 797 Praise the Almighty
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Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675—1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866-1949, alt.
Tune: New-vermehrte Chrisfliche Seelenharpf, 1665, Ansbach
Text and tune: Public domain
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Lord's Supper Preparation

Communicant Members, before receiving the Lord's Supper, please take some time to consider the
following questions. According to Scripture, you are to examine yourself first, before receiving this
most holy meal. The LCMS is a Closed Communion church body.

« Am | baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit?

« Am | repentant, acknowledging my sins, trusting in the forgiveness of Christ and seeking to
amend my sinful ways?

« Do | believe Jesus' true body and true blood are really present in the bread and wine?

« Do | confess the Holy Bible, in its entirety, is the Word of God?

« Do I agree with Luther's Questions and Answers found on page 329 of the hymnal?
If you are struggling with any sins or with the guilt that comes from sin, and if you need to speak to
the pastor before you commune, please make an appointment to come for private confession and

absolution.Confessed sins cannot be divulged, and private confession and absolution can be a great
comfort for the soul in certain situations.

Prayer Requests

Chuck VanDonsel Susan Lorenz Ashley Kuntz

Dale Krotzer Harlan Sonnichsen

Please update prayer requests by leaving a note in the office or using the church app.

Grandchildren are the crown of

“Whoever receives one such child in

the aged, my name receives me."
and the glory of children is their
fathers. Matthew 18:5a (ESV)

Proverbs 17:6 (ESV)
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