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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2026

DIVINE SERVICE

Setting I (p. 151)

Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone. Alleluia.



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Built On the Rock

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

“As Surely As I Live, “ God Said

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Christ Is Our Cornerstone

Old Testament Reading

Epistle

Holy Gospel

Elder of the Month

Musician

Reader

Usher

The Lord’s Supper 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believes and
teaches that the Lord gives us His true body
and blood in the bread and wine served in
the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of sins
and to strengthen our union with Him and
one another.‌  ‌Our Lord invites to His table
those who trust His words, “This is My body,
this is My blood, given and shed for you for
the forgiveness of your sins,” who repent of
all sin, and who set aside any refusal to
forgive and love others as He forgives. 

Individuals who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a belief differing from
this congregation and The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive
the Sacrament, are asked to first speak with
the Pastor, so as to refrain from eating and
drinking in an unworthy manner causing
harm to themselves. 

For further reading, please take a copy of “A
Simple Explanation of Fellowship in the
Lord’s Supper” from the information rack in
the Narthex. You can find the information
rack near the pastor’s office by the front
door. Members should use the questions on
the back of this bulletin to help prepare to
receive.‌  ‌St. Paul’s is a Closed Communion
congregation. 

Wish to donate online?    Scan here! 

Hymns
LSB 802
LSB 645

LSB 909

LSB 614

LSB 576

LSB 912

Readings
Isaiah 51:1-6

Romans 11:33 – 12:8

St. Matthew 16:13-20

Servants
Pastor Rev. Daniel Carlson

Steve Calander

Jane Marquardsen

Larry Schmiege

Altar Guild Tina Callison
Acolytes Cole Calander

Corey Callison



St. Paul’s is “Growing together as God’s family!”

What does this mean?  It means that we are growing, not only in numbers, but in faith toward God.  It means
that we are more than a bunch of individuals, but that we are a heavenly family brought together under Christ
and making the bold confession of faith to the world.

We are therefore delighted that you have joined us today to hear and receive the blessings of the Word of God
in the Divine Service where God comes to us by the means of grace to give us mercy, forgiveness, and His
Spirit.  The Lutheran liturgy might be hard for first-time visitors to our church or to the historic Lutheran
church, but don’t worry!  We are here to help you so that you can take part in the liturgy and hymns without
reservation or fear.  

The Lord’s Supper will most likely be served today.  This is also called Holy Communion.  We follow our Lord’s
instructions alone here, and not the opinions of men.  Please be sure to read The Lord’s Supper statement on
the previous page.  Visitors, if you did not have a chance to speak to the pastor prior to the service, please take
no offence if the pastor does not serve you should you come up to the rail.  He will certainly offer a blessing
and prayer over you.  You should speak to him as quickly as possible after the service.

Regarding children, we LOVE when children attend the service and hope your children participate in the
singing and reading of Scripture.  If they’re a little noisy, it’s okay and they’re welcome to stay.  If you wish, you
may take them to the Cry Room at the back of the sanctuary, or to the Nursery room, provided they are
supervised.  You may also provide them with a children’s bag and bulletin, found just outside the sanctuary on
the left.

Finally, all are welcome to fellowship after the service to drink some coffee and eat some delicious breakfast
treats.  Bible Study and Sunday School follow at 10:30.

A Word of Christian Welcome

Today’s Theme

Sometimes people at worship are seemingly surprised when the same hymn is sung at services two
weeks in a row or even twice in the same month. Many hymns are chosen in a way that honors the
statement of Martin Luther: “A good song may well be sung often” (WLS § 1839). Luther expressed this
truism as he was commenting on how frequently telling and retelling the grace of God is a good thing for
Christian people. He states in a sermon from 1537: “This is grace: the forgiveness of sins for the sake of
the Lord Christ, the covering up of all sins” (WLS § 1839). Our lives are shaped by the amazing grace of
God, for which, through our faithful worship, we offer our thanks again and again



Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation 802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 2:6–7; 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18, TONE E 

 

But we will | bless the LORD* 
 from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD! 
As for me, I have | set my King* 
 on Zion, my | holy hill. 
I will tell of | the decree:* 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.” 
Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
But we will | bless the LORD* 
 from this time forth and forevermore. | Praise the LORD! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 



A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to 
be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ 
and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus 



Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1–6 

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
 you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 
 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; 
 he comforts all her waste places 
and makes her wilderness like Eden, 
 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 
 and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, 
 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 
 my salvation has gone out, 
 and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, 
 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
 and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
 the earth will wear out like a garment, 
 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 
but my salvation will be forever, 
 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 
 that he might be repaid?” 

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 



bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day 645 Built on the Rock 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 



     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 



Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father…and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Distribution Hymns 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

 

 



 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said 

 

 

 
 
5 The words which absolution give Are His who died that we might live; 

The minister whom Christ has sent Is but His humble instrument. 



 
6 When ministers lay on their hands, Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 

He who by grace the Word believes The purchase of His blood receives. 
 
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be For absolution full and free, 

In which You show Your richest grace; From false indulgence guard our race. 
 

D 8 Praise God the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be World without end, eternally! 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
 

Hymn to Depart 912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lord’s Supper Preparation

Prayer Requests

An evildoer pays attention to
wicked lips.

A liar feeds upon a destructive
tongue.

Proverbs 17:4 (EHV)

Chuck VanDonsel Susan Lorenz Ashley Kuntz 

Dale Krotzer Harlan Sonnichsen 

Communicant Members, before receiving the Lord’s Supper, please take some time to
consider the following questions. According to Scripture, you are to examine yourself first,
before receiving this most holy meal. The LCMS is a Closed Communion church body.

Am I baptized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit?
Am I repentant, acknowledging my sins, trusting in the forgiveness of Christ and seeking to
amend my sinful ways?
Do I believe Jesus’ true body and true blood are really present in the bread and wine?
Do I confess the Holy Bible, in its entirety, is the Word of God?
Do I agree with Luther’s Questions and Answers found on page 329 of the hymnal?

If you are struggling with any sins or with the guilt that comes from sin, and if you need to
speak to the pastor before you commune, please make an appointment to come for private
confession and absolution.Confessed sins cannot be divulged, and private confession and
absolution can be a great comfort for the soul in certain situations.

Please update prayer requests by leaving a note in the office or using the church app.

 If anyone preaches to you any
gospel other than the one you

received—a curse on him!

Galatians 1:9 (EHV)
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