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The<ord’s Supper

St. Paul's Lutheran Church believes and
(eaches that the Lord gives us His (rue body
and blood in the bread and wine served in
the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of sins
and to strengthen our union with Him and
one another. Our Lord inviles to His table
those who (rust His words, "This is My body,
this is My blood, given and shed for you for
the forgiveness ol your sins,” who repent of
all sin, and who sel aside any refusal (o
[orgive and love others as He [orgives.

Individuals who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a beliel dilfering from
this congregation and The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod, and yel desire (o receive
the Sacrament, are asked (o first speak with
the Pasltor, so as (o relrain [rom ealing and
drinking in an unworthy manner causing
harm (o themselves.

For further reading, please take a copy ol "A
Simple Explanation of Fellowship in the
Lord’s Supper” [rom the information rack in
the Narthex. You can f[ind the informaltion
rack near the paslor’s ollice by the [ront
door. Members should use the questions on
the back of this bulletin to help prepare (o
receive. Si. Paul's is a Closed Communion
congregalion.



A Word of Christian Welcome

St. Paul's is “Growing Iogether as God’s family!"

What does this mean? It means that we are growing, not only in numbers, but in faith toward God. It means
that we are more than a bunch of individuals, but thal we are a heavenly family brought together under Christ
and making the bold confession of faith to the world.

We are therefore delighted that you have joined us today (o hear and receive the blessings of the Word of God
in the Divine Service where God comes (0 us by the means of grace (o give us mercy, lorgiveness, and His
Spirit.  The Lutheran liturgy might be hard for firsi-time visilors (o our church or (o the historic Lutheran
church, but don’t worry! We are here (o help you so that you can take part in the liturgy and hymns without
reservation or fear.

The Lord’s Supper will most likely be served today. This is also called Holy Communion. We follow our Lord's
instructions alone here, and not the opinions of men. Please be sure (0 read The Lord’s Supper statement on
the previous page. Visilors, il you did not have a chance (o speak (o the paslor prior (o the service, please lake
no offence if the pastor does not serve you should you come up to the rail. He will certainly offer a blessing
and prayer over you. You should speak (o him as quickly as possible aller the service.

Regarding children, we LOVE when children attend the service and hope your children participate in the
singing and reading of Scripture. Il they're a litlle noisy, i's okay and theyre welcome (o stay. If you wish, you
may lake them (o the Cry Room al the back of the sanctuary, or (o the Nursery room, provided they are
supervised. You may also provide them with a children’s bag and bulletin, found just outside the sanctuary on
the left.

Finally, all are welcome to fellowship afler the service to drink some coffee and eat some delicious breaklast
treats. Bible Study and Sunday School follow at 10:50.

Today's Theme

“Born again” has become a calch phrase in our age. It is not merely that Jesus says one musl
be born again but born from above. This new birth happens not from human will or desire
but solely from the love and act of God working by the Spirit. Baptismal waler is the womb
through which we are born again and born [rom above (o the life that death cannot
overcome and is eternal. As we make our way through Lent, we are constanily reminded of
the truth of Luther’s explanation: we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Christ,
our Lord, or come to Him. The Spirit calls us to the font, gathers the baptized around His
Word and Table, delivers us [rom the darkness ol unbeliel, and makes holy those who
belong (o the Lord. Thanks be to God!



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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P) Inthe name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Exhortation LSB 151
P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105:4—7; antiphon: v. 8

He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Seek the LoRD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LoORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

@
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@) Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts
that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9

1The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. 2And | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3l will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

4So Abram went, as the LoRrD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. >SAnd Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
When they came to the land of Canaan, 8Abram passed through the land to the place at
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. “Then the
LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring | will give this land.” So he built
there an altar to the LorD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east. And there he built an altar to the Lorp and called upon the name of the Lorb. °And
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?

2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him as righteousness.” “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift
but as his due. >And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, %just as David also speaks of the blessing
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *>For
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, "as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lenten Verse 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634—1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain
Holy Gospel John 3:1-17

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’'s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

®Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 1°Jesus answered him, “Are you
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? ' Truly, truly, | say to
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not
receive our testimony. *?If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if | tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except he
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, °that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

18“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. ’"For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day 708 Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart
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doc - trine  me be-guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at -
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.

Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Zwey Bicher .. . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Offering
Sharing of Peace

Offertory LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
| will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

RERERE

Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
The Words of Our Lord

Proclamation of Christ
(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father... and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.



Amen.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns

LSB 163

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
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Text: Heiliges Lij
Tune: George J.

If you are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

pgen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Ivey, 1816-93

Text and tune: Public' domain



673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home
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20 hap - py har - bor of the saints,
3 Thy gar -  dens and thy gal - lant walks
4 There trees for - ev - er - more bear fruit
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When shall I come to thee? When shall my sor - rows
O sweet and pleas - ant  soil! In thee no sor - row
Con - tin - ual-ly are  green; There grow such sweet and
And ev er - more do spring; There ev - er - more the
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have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?
may be found, No  grief, no care, no toil.
pleas - ant  flow’rs As no - where else are  seen.
an - gels dwell And ev - er - more do sing.
5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there Around my Savior stand;

And soon my friends in Christ below Will join the glorious band.

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare For that bright home of love
That | may see Thee and adore With all Thy saints above.
A 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a
3 Thou hast borne the smit - ing on - ly That my wounds might
4 Heart - less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee  with



Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish.
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scomn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and Ilone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
0 ﬁ [ ~— I
— —wo 2 — >
ANIV4 | | | | | | | | |
d | [ ' ' | | | '
To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul; Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.
soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might -est own me And with heav'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain | might be free;

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently,

For Thine anguish in the Garden, | will thank Thee evermore,

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore,



Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph H,omburgS
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, T

% 87, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect

1605-81, (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 34, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis

Benediction LSB 166
Hymn to Depart 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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1 A - las! And did my Sav - 1or Dbleed, And
2 Was it for crimes  that I had  done He
3 Well might the sun in dark - ness  hide And
4 Thus might I hide my blush - ing face While
S5 But drops of grief can ne’er re - pay The
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did my sov - ‘reign die? Would He de - vote that
groaned up - on the tree? A - maz - ing pit - vy,
shut his glo - ries in When God, the might - y
His dear cross ap - pears, Dis - solve my heart in
debt of love I owe; Here, Lord, 1 give my -
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sa - cred head For such a worm as I?
grace un - known, And love be - yond de - gree!
mak - er, died For His own crea - tures’ sin.
thank - ful - ness, And melt mine eyes to tears.
self a - way: Tis  all that I can  do.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824
Text and tune: Public domain
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Lord's Supper Preparation

Communicant Members, before receiving the Lord's Supper, please take some (ime (o
consider the [ollowing questions. According (o Scripture, you are (o examine yoursell [irsl,
before receiving this most holy meal. The LCMS is a Closed Communion church body.

« Am I baplized in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spiri(?

« Am I repentant, acknowledging my sins, (rusting in the forgiveness ol Christ and seeking (o

amend my sinful ways?

« Do I'believe Jesus’ true body and true blood are really present in the bread and wine?

« Do I confess the Holy Bible, in its enfirety, is the Word of God?

« Do I'agree with Luther’s Questions and Answers [ound on page 29 of the hymnal?
[l you are siruggling with any sins or with the guilt that comes [rom sin, and il you need (o
speak (o the pastor before you commune, please make an appointment (o come [or private
confession and absolution.Confessed sins cannot be divulged, and private confession and
absolution can be a greal comfort [or the soul in certain situations.

Prayer Requests

Chuck VanDonsel Susan Lorenz

Laurie Maurer Marlene Krotzer

Please update prayer requests by leaving a note in the office or using the church app.

Il there is & man whose sin Christ redeemed us f'rom the
]usﬂy deserves a death curse ol the law ]:)y l,)e»coming

ey r——— @ CUISe f'or us. As it is written,
(ursed is everyone who hangs

death, and you hang him on

a lree on a tree.

Deuterenomy RIDD (FHV) Galatians B:13 (FITV)
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